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WORLD TRADE CENTER GOES W ITH PRIVATIZED MANAGEMENT 
MISSOULA -
The Montana World Trade Center has restructured to become more effective at lassoing 
international business opportunities for the state, center Executive Director Arnie Sherman said 
Friday.
The University of Montana-based trade center has contracted with a private advisory 
firm, Global Development Services Inc., to provide management for MWTC. Sherman said 
the move, which went into effect last summer, makes the trade center more flexible and 
increases its entrepreneurial and financial development potential.
"The time had arrived for the trade center to operate more like a business," UM 
President George Dennison said, "and given the economic challenges facing Montana, I 
wanted to provide it with the maximum opportunity to do so."
Sherman hopes that privatizing MWTC’s management will make the center less 
dependent on public financial support. Also, since trade center managers will now be Global 
Development employees, they aren’t restricted by many of the rules and guidelines that govern 
state and university employees.
"For instance, state employees can’t take possession of commercial goods for resale,"
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Sherman said. "Or you have to put everything out on bid when you want to do a deal. We 
were bumping up against a lot of these regulations that other trade centers didn’t have to deal 
with. So this move allows us to engage in much more commerce and business and have more 
freedom to be creative and close business deals. So this move is going to be good for us and 
businesses in Montana."
Sherman is president and CEO of Global Development, though he maintains his title 
and ties with MWTC. However, he is no longer a UM employee under the privatized 
management plan.
"I am pleased that President Dennison has the vision to allow for a 21st century 
approach to business development for Montana and the region," he said. "This transition 
provides an opportunity to be creative and dynamic in the development and implementation of 
new programs and services."
MWTC is a nonprofit organization that helps Montana businesses establish and 
strengthen their international commercial capabilities. It has been housed since 1995 with 
UM’s School of Business Administration in the Gallagher Building. MWTC currently has 
about 60 member businesses. Call (406) 243-6982 for more information.
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